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Bachelor of Arts in Education 

Curriculum 

Transferred Courses* approximately 62 credits 

Liberal Arts Requirements 26 credits 

EN200, Great Writers of England and America (3 cr) 

EN341, Introduction to Linguistics (3 cr) 

MA215, Logic, Sets and Numbers (3 cr) 

MA220, Operations and Algebra (3 cr) 

MA225, Introduction to Geometry (3 cr) 

MA227, Applications of Algebra (3 cr) 

MU204, Introduction to Music (3 cr) 

PE222, First Aid/CPR (0.5 cr) 

PE252, Personal Health and Wellness (3 cr) 

PE by contract (1.5 cr) 

Cultural Perspectives 15 credits 

CP150, Christian Tradition (3 cr) 

CP210, Western Heritage (3 cr) 

CP290, East Meets West: Western Philosophy and Globalization (3 cr) 

CP325, Epoch-Making Events in Science (3 cr) 

CP410, Living Issues (3 cr) 

Education Requirements (minimum grade of C- or better) 23 credits 

ED243, Educational Technology (3 cr) 

ED310, Educational Psychology (3 cr) 

ED320, Classroom Management (3 cr) 

ED499z, Practicum Seminar (2 cr) 

ES320, ELL Curriculum & Methods (3 cr) 

RE441, Teaching Reading and Children’s Literature (3 cr) 

SN311, Human Exceptionalities (3 cr) 

SN420, Psychological & Educational Assessment (3 cr) 

Licensure Area (minimum grade of C- or better) Select only ONE area: 18 credits 

Early Childhood licensure (preK to Grade 2): 

EC325, Early Childhood Curriculum & Methods I (3 cr) 

EC330, Early Childhood Curriculum & Methods II (3 cr) 

EC499, Practicum (12 cr) 
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Elementary licensure (Grades 1-6): 

EL325, Elementary Childhood Curriculum & Methods I (3 cr) 

EL330, Elementary Childhood Curriculum & Methods II (3 cr) 

EL499, Practicum (12 cr) 

MTEL Exams (as required for licensure area) 

Teaching Portfolio 

Degree Total: 144 credits 

 

*from Massasoit Community College’s Liberal Arts Transfer Associate degree in Elementary Education 
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Course Descriptions 

CP 150, Christian Tradition 

This course traces some of the pivotal events 

in Christian history, and includes the people, 

socio-cultural influences and basic 

theological concerns involved.  Attention is 

paid to developments in each major period 

of Christian history, as well as to the growth 

of Christianity from its roots in the Middle 

East to expansion across Europe and Africa, 

to its appearance in Asia and the Americas. 

CP 195, The West in the World Since 

1500 

An examination of the broad patterns of 

Western historical development in global 

context.  Special emphasis will be given to 

the competing assessments of the meaning 

and significance of Western and modern 

global civilization. 

CP 245, Literature and Culture 

A humanities course designed to reveal to 

students: 1) the debt the Western literary 

tradition owes to the ancient, pre-Christian 

world; and 2) how literature operates as an 

important vehicle for cultural exchange 

between the east and the west.  In the 

process, students will refine their skills in 

reading and understanding literary works, 

including the interpretation of figurative 

language, an awareness of how literary 

genre shapes content, and the ability to 

articulate central themes. 

Prerequisites:  EN100, EN102, CP195 

CP 250, Bible in Current Perspective 

This course serves as a broad introduction to 

the Bible and the various ways it impacts 

both the church and contemporary society.  

It provides an introduction to the formation 

of the Christian canon and surveys the major 

themes of the Old and New Testaments.  

Throughout the course, connections are 

drawn between the Bible and other 

disciplines, especially connections to the 

topics covered in the other courses in the 

Cultural Perspectives curriculum. 

Prerequisites:  EN100, EN102, CP195 

CP 290, East Meets West: Western 

Philosophy and Globalization 

This course addresses philosophical themes 

that arise as the result of the human search 

for meaning in the present context of 

globalization. While it will include an 

historical survey of significant Western 

responses to these perennial human 

questions, it will also include voices from 

outside the Western tradition.  Emphasis will 

be placed on those concepts, issues and 

philosophers which have played the greatest 

role in Western civilization, and which may 

offer significant answers to today's global 

questions.  Emphasis will be placed upon 

correlations with other courses in the 

Cultural Perspectives sequence. 

Prerequisites:  EN100, EN102, CP195 

CP 325, Epoch-Making Events in Science 

Using examples from the history of ideas, 

EMES considers major revolutions in our 

understanding of our selves, our world, and 

the meaning of our existence. Typical of the 

ideas to be discussed are: 1) the emergence 

of the natural sciences as a novel way to 

understand the world; 2) the Copernican 

Revolution as a challenge to anthropocentric 

views of ourselves; 3) scientific explanations 

for origins that force reconsideration of 

traditional religious views. 

Prerequisite:  CP150 

CP 350, World Religions 

Studies the historical understandings and 

practices of the major belief systems of the 

world, such as: animism, Buddhism, 

Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, 

and secondary groups that have developed 

from them.  The course will include visits to 

local places of worship and meditation. 

Prerequisite:  CP150 

CP 410, Living Issues 

The capstone course in ENC's Cultural 

Perspectives sequence of courses, designed 

to expose students to some of the major 

challenges facing humanity as a whole and 

the student as an individual.  One of the 

primary course objectives is the exploration 

of the tensions and possibilities that exist for 

Christian faith and values in a society 

permeated with individualism, materialism, 

and despair.  This course also deals with 

moral philosophy around the globe, 

considering social issues and morality from 

the vantage point of ethics and 

responsibility. 

Prerequisites:  CP150, CP325, CP350, and 

Senior standing 

EC 325, Early Childhood Curriculum & 

Methods I 

Students will gain an overview of 

philosophy, approaches to teaching young 

children, technology, special needs, 

classroom management and practical 

materials designed for the developmental 

curriculum in the following areas: sensory 

experiences, language arts and the 

humanities (including social studies and the 

expressive arts). There are 25 pre-practicum 

clock hours to complete for this course.  

Prerequisites: Junior or Senior status, and 

in good standing in the Teacher Education 

program 

EC 330, Early Childhood Curriculum & 

Methods II 

Students will examine effective methods of 

curriculum implementation, considering 

cultural and special needs, combined with 

developmental learning and ways to prepare 

a supportive physical environment. This 

course will feature the following areas of 

curriculum: the natural sciences (including 

science, health and mathematics), motor 

development and parent and community 

involvement. The student will design an 

integrated curriculum unit and resource kit. 

There are 25 pre-practicum clock hours to 

complete for this course.  

Prerequisites: Junior or Senior status, and 

in good standing in the Teacher Education 

program 

EC499k, Early Childhood Practicum II: 

Preschool/Kindergarten 

Observing, assisting, and teaching within a 

preschool setting under the directions of a 

supervising practitioner and supervised by a 

college supervisor. This practicum is 

required of all early childhood majors for 

licensure. The classroom will include regular 

students as well as special needs students.  

Prerequisites: ED210, ED310, RE441, 

SN420, SN311, ED243, EC325, EC330, a 

cumulative GPA of 2.5, approval of Teacher 

Education Faculty Committee, pass all 

appropriate MTEL tests 

ED243, Educational Technology 

Includes an overview of the applications of 

the technology in the classroom. Students 

will receive, evaluate, and produce 

educational software including videos, slide 

presentations, transparencies and photo 

essays for use in small group, class, and 

individual instruction. Emphasis will be 

placed on integrating instructional software, 

including compact disks, word processing, 

and multimedia computer programs into the 

curriculum. There is also a study of 

innovative programs using technology, such 

as distance learning and 

telecommunications, in the classroom. There 

are 25 pre-practicum hours to complete for 

this course.  

Prerequisites: ED210 and ED310 

ED310, Educational Psychology 

A review of human development in a 

psychological context, followed by a 

concentration on learning theories and 

evaluation strategies.  The aim is to help 

each student to arrive at a consistent 

systematic position in applying psychology 

to the educational setting.  There are 25 pre-

practicum clock hours to complete this 

course. 
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ED 320, Classroom Management 

Develops competency in instructing 

language arts and the humanities (including 

social studies and expressive arts); general 

teaching-learning strategies; basic elements 

in curriculum design; classroom 

management; mainstreaming; and their 

application to elementary school children, 

including those with special needs. There are 

25 pre-practicum hours to complete for this 

course.  

Prerequisites: Junior or Senior status, and 

in good standing in the Teacher Education 

program  

ED499z, Practicum Seminar 

Two-credit seminar for student teachers who 

have not had any previous teaching 

experience. It is designed as a supportive 

component of the student teaching 

experience. The following is a list of 

possible topics to be covered: licensure 

application process, credential files, 

discipline, classroom management, 

interviewing, and relationships with 

cooperating teachers. The structure of the 

course also allows for student generated 

topics for discussion. This course begins one 

month after the start of the practicum. This 

course must be taken to be considered a 

program completer.  

Prerequisite: Passing score on the content 

exam of the Massachusetts Test for Educator 

Licensure (MTEL). 

EL 325, Elementary Curriculum & 

Methods I 

Develops competency in instructing 

language arts and the humanities (including 

social studies and expressive arts); general 

teaching-learning strategies; basic elements 

in curriculum design; classroom 

management; mainstreaming; and their 

application to elementary school children, 

including those with special needs. There are 

25 pre-practicum hours to complete for this 

course.  

Prerequisites: Junior or Senior in good 

standing in Teacher Education Program. 

EL330, Elementary Curriculum & 

Methods II 

Develops competency in instructing in the 

natural sciences (including mathematics, 

science, and health); general teaching-

learning strategies; basic elements in 

curriculum design; classroom management; 

mainstreaming; and their application to 

elementary school children, including those 

with special needs. There are 25 pre-

practicum clock hours to complete for this 

course.  

Prerequisites: A Junior or Senior and in 

good standing in the Teacher education 

program. 

EL499, Elementary Practicum 

Observing, assisting, and teaching within an 

elementary school setting under the direction 

of a supervising practitioner and supervised 

by a college supervisor. This practicum is 

required of all elementary education majors 

for licensure. The classroom will include 

regular students as well as special needs 

students.  

Prerequisites: ED210, ED310, RE441, 

SN311, SN420, ED243, EL325, EL330, a 

cumulative GPA of 2.5, approval of teacher 

education faculty, pass all appropriate 

MTEL tests. 

EN 200, Great Writers of England and 

America 

This course considers selected short stories 

and novels of American and British 

literature. Students will read, analyze, and 

discuss these works at a college level. 

Students will compose reaction papers based 

upon the readings, using literary terms. 

EN 341, Introduction to Linguistics 

This course is concerned with teaching the 

English language.  It includes a study of the 

history of the English language, semantics, 

syntax, phonetics, phonology, morphology, 

dialects, grammar (traditional, structural, 

transformational) and usage.   

ES320, ELL Curriculum & Methods 

This course will examine a number of topics 

that address the learning needs of ELL 

students. Theoretical issues from various 

disciplines will be considered as they impact 

the practical needs and concerns of students 

and teachers in the authentic settings in 

which ELL instruction takes place.  A 

variety of methods, especially Sheltered 

Instruction (SEI), will be studied and 

analyzed in order that prospective teachers 

will be able to develop concrete strategies of 

instruction.  The course targets the teaching 

of ELL in elementary school, middle school 

and high school.  There is a 25-hour 

prepracticum requirement for this course. 

Prerequisites:  Junior or Senior status, and 

in good standing in the Teacher Education 

program 

MA 215, Logic, Sets, & Numbers 

This course introduces the student to the 

fundamental concepts and structures of 

mathematics. Students explore issues 

involved in reasoning, patterns, evidence, 

proof and logic. Logic then leads to 

discussing the mathematical concept of a set. 

Finally, the course studies issues around 

numbering systems and basic properties of 

numbers. 

MA 220, Operations and Algebra 

This course provides the student with an in-

depth analysis of the properties of operations 

on integers in order to provide a solid 

foundation in pre-algebra and basic algebra 

concepts. In addition, the course introduces 

matrix algebra as an example of a familiar 

algebra with different properties than 

integers. Finally, after discussing the 

usefulness of the concept of a variable, this 

course introduces the language and practical 

applications of functions. 

MA 225, Introduction to Geometry 

This course provides the student with the 

foundation to teach geometry in elementary 

school with a view toward analytical and 

coordinate geometry. 

MA 227, Applications of Algebra 

This course completes the content material 

of a student preparing for elementary 

education by applying a variety of algebraic 

and number sense skills to problem solving 

and by introducing students to basic 

concepts and methods of probability and 

statistics. 

MU 204, Introduction to Music 

This course will introduce students to the 

primary musical periods of traditional 

Western European art music and the major 

composers of those periods.  Important 

musical concepts will be stressed and linked 

to the aesthetic education of the student.  

The required concert attendance, outside of 

class time, is considered imperative to the 

aesthetic development of the student. 

PE 252, Personal Health and Wellness 

An introduction to concepts and application 

of lifetime personal health and wellness. 

Topics include components of 

cardiovascular disease and risk factors, 

nutrition, weight management, relaxation 

techniques, sexually transmitted diseases, 

and substance abuse. The course includes 

practical application of certain topics 

through activities and portfolio assessment. 

The focus is upon individualization of 

activities so as to address particular needs 

and circumstances. 

RE 441, Teaching Reading and 

Children’s Literature 

The teaching of the modern methods and 

techniques of reading in all the elementary 

school grades with emphasis on readiness 

and the developmental stages of reading are 

explored, with a focus on classroom 
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strategies. The use of literature in the reading 

program, adaptation for the special student, 

assessment, readiness, and developmental 

stages of reading. There are 25 pre-

practicum hours to complete this course.  

Prerequisites: Senior status, and in good 

standing in the Teacher Education program 

SN311, Human Exceptionalities 

An introductory course in special needs, 

which is designed to provide a basis for 

further study in the area. Students will 

develop competencies in the following: (1) 

psychological characteristics of children 

with special needs, (2) behavioral 

characteristics of children with special 

needs, (3) techniques used to diagnose and 

remediate special needs, and (4) current 

special needs legislation (state and national). 

There are 25 pre-practicum hours to 

complete for this course.  

Prerequisites: ED210, ED210, Junior status 

SN420, Psychological and Educational 

Assessment 

Traditional psychological and educational 

assessment techniques are examined. Special 

attention will be given to practical 

assessment tactics versus theoretical 

treatment and how this assessment applies to 

children with special needs. Opportunity will 

be given to students to practice 

administration of selected test batteries.  

Prerequisites: SN311, Junior or Senior 

status and in good standing in the Teacher 

Education program

 


